A Day in the Life….

….of a work place chaplain is always totally unpredictable. 

For instance, on the evening of Monday 13th October, a day when the world had watched its economies collapsing, I reflected on the emotions that I had personally experienced in this amazing ministry. That day I had visited a supermarket, an engineering company, and a Council building. As well as learning more about the day to day business operations and how they were affected by current events, I had known:

Humour: As I heard about the incredible difficulties involved in transferring a parrot from its familiar home to a bigger cage.

Frustration: As a young man recounted yet again to me an insurmountable problem he has been facing for some time. No ‘quick fix’ here, just a patient listening to him getting it off his chest.

Joy: As I could almost share the pride of a man who had accompanied his wife to ‘the Palace’ for her MBE presentation, and who could describe every part of the day in detail.

Satisfaction: That there has been a big improvement in one man’s desperate family situation. It has been a prayerful concern for weeks and it was good to hear that things are better.

Respect: For a young Australian man whose Scottish wife had been homesick and he had left his career there and is willingly settling in to a very different culture here.

Sympathy: For an architect who had met her RAF boyfriend when he was stationed nearby, but who now has to travel to Southampton every other weekend to see him!

Relief: That there was a safe conclusion to the expedition one man had made to the Cuillins. He had been with a young friend whose father had died on these mountains but who wanted to climb them himself. He had!

Wonder: As I was told by a man who had a strict ‘wee Free’ upbringing about his decision many years ago to marry an Italian catholic, and how it had gone down at home!

Compassion: As I spent some time privately with a man whose wife has cancer which they have been told cannot be treated. 

And there were many more stories to share – some trivial, some heart-warming, some dreadful, but what a privilege we have to get alongside these people at work, to listen, and to share what we can with them of the love of the God who cares for them even more than we do!
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