A Day Away From Retail

A couple of weeks ago I found myself at Sparrows an organisation that trains offshore crane operators. I was pretty reluctant to take the controls in the crane simulator especially as the lads in the team were all keen to have a bash, literally. However, not to be out done I sit in what looked a bit like the control seat of the star ship enterprise. 

Two things struck me, firstly in front of me was a huge screen which was supposed to show what I would be able to see from my crane cab, whilst the view was large and in my face the perspective was limited and it was very difficult to make judgements about space and speed. You had no idea what was around you or ahead of you, you almost appeared to be working alone and isolation. Although clearly this wasn’t the case, as all container ships are busy vessels with lots of hazards and workers to negotiate around. My colleagues had discovered fairly quickly, that not taking their time meant crashing into the ship just off screen.

The second thing I noticed was over to the right of the controls was a small screen; I quickly worked out having watched the guys and then being in the hot seat that it showed a view of not only the load I was carrying but the surrounding environment including the missing ship and its cargo. If I concentrated on it and not on the large screen in front of me I could react to what was coming and avoid collisions. 

I also worked out that the load moved with a lot more control the slower I went. Often in life we try to rush through things to get to the next episode, in doing this we are in danger of missing what is going on around us and not enjoying the moments that make up that one particular experience. I wasn’t even all that phased when the simulator controller turned day to night suggesting I was taking everso long. I wanted to be in control of my actions and make them count. 

It struck me though that our perception in life is all about what we see before us and what way we look at things. Sometimes the picture we see is not what we are facing and that thing in front of our lives is so big that it blocks our view of the real bigger picture. Often we have to search to gain the true sense of perspective we need to get by, but having found it we avoid painful collisions.

Whatever the opportunities or obstacles that faces us, we need to take time to look at how they fit in to the bigger picture of our lives and how our actions effect those around us, only then can we plan and take the right actions. 
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